CHAPTER   III
ENTERING   PARLIAMENT
npHERE was good reason why Horace Walpole she
JL have made some haste to get back to England. At
general election held in 1741 he was returned as member
Callington in Cornwall, a seat which was part of Sir Rob-
property. The election had notably weakened the I
Minister's hold on the House of Commons; and he -
since 1739, in the disagreeable position of conductin
European War into which popular clamour had forced
against his own wish and judgment.
Manifestly it was the son's business to be ut hand supp
ing his father by vote on any critical occasion : it was <
what the code of the age would have demanded of any get
man indebted to another for a seat. What is more, Ho
Walpole was undoubtedly a firm believer in Sir Rob
value to the nation as director of its fortunes ; yet he belis
as'if the seat were his natural appanage, carrying no obligat
and as if the Minister's tenure of power were entirely indifle
to his supporter.
We have nothing to help us beyond the unstable bo;
conjecture: between May 10 and September there is a i
blank in his correspondence. All that we do kncxsfr, from
passages already quoted, is that he felt a strong distaste
returning to England, and that the prospects of parliament
life did not touch his imagination. He was still vciy you
a man at five and twenty who has never had to do anytl
but please himself is hardly grown up ; he had certainly
outgrown his affectations, and one of these which n<
wholly left Horace Walpole was a sort of contempt for
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